DINOSAUR HIDEOUT
Suggestions for Novel Study

Questions/Topics to Discuss:
1. Daniel’s family is worried about losing their farm. In what ways are farms in danger financially or what might be some causes? (The topics could be: weather (drought/hail), poor payment for crops in the market place, cost of transporting,…and more recently: BSE problems, closed borders to exports, loss of animals to other diseases, crops being destroyed by the Bertha armyworm)

2. What ways can they think of that Daniel’s family could do to make money to save the farm? (Working off the farm as his mother does, nursing for at the local hospital is an example.)
3. Why is Daniel so concerned about keeping the oil company from leasing their land? What kinds of things could be lost or destroyed?

4. What do you think of Daniel being allowed to drive off on a snowmobile by himself at his age?

5. What skills would you need to survive in a snow storm?

6. How different would living in the city be from living in the country? What would the main differences be, both positive and negative?
7. What was Saskatchewan like during the Cretaceous Period? (What did it look like? What kind of creatures were in existence then? What kind of creatures did NOT exist here, or could not have possibly been here? – Note, I’m not referring to other geological periods, but rather what creatures couldn’t have existed in this country)
8. What would they think if someone approached them with a big dog and gun and told them to stay away from his property? What would they do?
9. How would they handle being in an isolated condition during a snow storm without a telephone, etc? 

10. What would they do to be safe? To be rescued?
11. What area in the province are most likely to have fossils and why?

12. What kind of tools would paleontologists use?
Writing Exercises and Topics to Discuss:
· Talk about the actual writing of the story and what the process might be like

· Have them do a little exercise of different scenarios based on some of the questions
· Have them do research on some of the topics. 
· Talk about what they liked about the story, and what they disliked and how it affected them

· Discuss the writing style: the use of action verbs (e.g. page 70, first paragraph), details in descriptions (e.g. page 39 – Daniel in the living room), using all the senses in scenes to make the story come alive (e.g. page 26, second paragraph).
Activities:

Have the students imagine themselves as various scientists….anthropologists, archeologists, geologists, paleontologists, etc. and see how they might view a quarry site from their different perspectives. Or see how they might approach examining a section of land.
